Secial Cincle City Setools

CARING COMMUNITY. PREMIER ACHIEVEMENT.

Re: GeorgiaSenate Bill 10

Dear Parent:

As the parent of a student who receives special education in our school system, this letter serves to
notify you regarding your options to exercise public and private school choice. Under a state law passed
by the Georgia State Legislaturein2007, parents of students whoreceive special education may choose to
transfer their child to another publicschool orprivateschoolin Georgia. The GeorgiaSpecial Needs
Scholarship (GSNS),isaparental choice program for Georgia public school special needs students served
under an [EP (not EIP or IAP).

Public School Choice Options:

I. The parentmayrequestatransfertoaschoolinanotherschoolsystemifthereisavailable spaceand
the system and schoolhasaprogramwiththeservicesagreed tointhe student's existingindividualized
educationprogram. A school system mustagree to acceptthe studenthowever. Ifthe parentchooses
this optionand the school system acceptsthe child, then the parentshallberesponsible forthe
transportationtoaschoolinthatsystem.

Il. The parent may alsorequesta transferto one ofthe state schools for the deafand /or blind operated by
the State Board of Education. Acceptanceintoastateschool will dependifthatsettingisappropriate for
thestudent'sneeds. If the parentchoosesthisoption, thenthe parentshall be responsible for
transportation tothe state school. Please contactthe GeorgiaDepartmentofEducationformore
informationabouttransferringtoaStateSchool.

Private School Option:

Ifyouare interested in transferring your child to a private school in Georgia, you may be able to take
advantage of a Georgia Special Needs Scholarship. These Scholarships provide funding that can be used
to offset tuition costs at participatingprivateschoolsinthestate of Georgia. Formoreinformationonthe
GeorgiaSpecial NeedsScholarship and the parent application process, please visit the Georgia

Department of Education's website at:
http:llwww.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-and-Policy /Policy /Pages/Special-Needs-Scholarship-Program.aspx

Sincerely,

Dr. Christina Sneed,
Special Education Director
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